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§ 97. the alliance dies of russophobia.—Meanwhile the
revolt was developing into a fearful orgy of bloodshed. The
Greeks began with the massacre of 50,000 Moslems in the
Morea, and the Turks took care not to be outdone in savagery.
The Sultan had the Patriarch hanged, and his body thrown into
the Bosphorus ; and 30,000 inhabitants of Chios—among the
most cultured of the Greeks—were sold into slavery.
As long as they could, the Powers averted their eyes from these
horrors, for their conflicting interests made it difficult for them
to intervene. The Czar himself was in a particularly painful
dilemma. His people—then the most intensely religious nation
in Europe—were stirred to their depths at the murder of the
Patriarch, and clamoured for a crusade to avenge the sacrilege.
Moreover, a wave of sympathy for the Greeks was welling up
all over western Europe ; for the exclusively classical education
of those days filled the educated classes with sentimental
admiration for people whom they fondly imagined to be the
descendants of Pericles, Plato and Leonidas. The death of
Byron at Missolonghi (April 1824) made the cause more sacred
than ever in the eyes of the romantic youth of England, France
and America. Money, goods and volunteers came pouring
into Greece. This support, coupled with the fact that the
Turkish navy had always been manned mainly by Greeks,
enabled the insurgents to gain the upper hand during the first
two or three years of the conflict. Canning was on tenterhooks.
Though he shared the general sympathy for the Greeks, he felt
that British interests required the maintenance of the Turkish
Empire as a bulwark against Russian ambitions ; and he was as
anxious as Metternich that the conflict should end before the
Czar should intervene in it to his own advantage.
Then in 1825 there came a crisis in the struggle. The Sultan,
despairing of success with his own resources, called in the aid
of Mehemet Ali, who ruled Egypt as his vassal. Mehemet's son,
Ibrahim, came with a fleet and army and acted with a ferocity
which suggested that he intended to exterminate the Morean
Greeks altogether. Alexander I had just made up his mind that

